CHAPTER XV

Goa Reconquered

TV >f EN grew more restive and more hopeful when July
1VJL was passed. The weather showed signs of improving;
it might soon be possible to cross the bar. What now dis-
tressed the starved and ailing crew was the knowledge that
their chief had not the slightest wish to depart.

Albuquerque wished to stay till Idalcan's patience gave
out. He knew that Idalcan's dominions were menaced on
every side. One day he would have to abandon Goa to
defend them. The Governor imagined that that day would
be soon, so that he considered it worth while to starve a little
longer.

At the same time, he could not close his ears to the repre-
sentations of his captains and his men. The daily ration
had been reduced to four ounces of rotten biscuit, and
nearly everyone was ill. To insist that they should suffer
more seemed hardly reasonable. He decided to try whether
the smaller ships could cross the bar, carry the invalids to
Cannanore, and collect some provisions to bring back to
Goa. The captains who stayed behind urged those who
went not to return: " If you come back with stores," they
said, " he will never leave!" All of them were sick of Goa.
As it happened, however, the bar was not yet navigable,
and the ships that should have left remained at anchor just
within it, waiting for favourable winds and seas.

About this time Timoja's men, who knew the rivers,
succeeded in capturing a little food. Some cows even were
taken, and the fleet enjoyed the almost forgotten luxury
of meat. Albuquerque hoped that his men, fortified by a
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